
                 The Crowborough Players - Spring Production 2026 
 
Goodnight Mr Tom, adapted by David Wood from the novel by Michelle Magorian 
 
 
Thank you for your interest in acting in our spring production. The cast is open to anyone 
age 10 or above.   
Open auditions will be held at the Crowborough Community Centre, Pine Grove, TN6 1FE: 
Thursday 22nd January - from 7.30 pm 
Sunday 25th January - from 3pm 
Auditions are fairly relaxed. You will be asked to fill in a simple form and then read some 
scenes with other actors. We will aim to see everyone as soon as possible, but there may be 
some waiting around. Please have a look through this pack, which contains everything you 
need for the audition. 
All of this information is also available on our website: www.thecrowplayers.com​
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to drop us an email at: 
goodnightmrtom@mail.com   
 
 
What is it all about? 
 
Goodnight Mr Tom tells the story of William Beech, a neglected and abused young boy 
evacuated from London to the countryside during World war II, where he finds healing, 
friendship, and love with a reclusive elderly widower, Tom Oakley, learning to thrive as a 
child but facing trauma when his abusive mother recalls him, leading to tragedy before his 
eventual rescue and recovery with Tom. 
 
 
Key dates 
 
Rehearsals will be held at Crowborough Community Centre: 
Thursdays, 7.30-9.30pm 
Sundays, 4-6pm 
 
Production dates: 
Thursday 21st May - final dress rehearsal 
Friday 22nd May - evening performance 
Saturday 23rd May – Matinee & evening performances 
(Dress and Technical rehearsals will be held on the preceding weekends) 
 
 
Character synopsis 
 
Tom Oakley: Principal character, Mid-to-late 60’s, loner, gruff, widower, West country 
accent.  
 
William Beech: Principle character, Around ten years old, deprived evacuee, London 
accent. ( Can be played by a male or female of appropriate age) 
 
Zach: Principle character, Around eleven years old, Jewish evacuee, from a theatrical family. 
 
Sammy: Principle character, A black and white collie dog owned by Tom Oakley.  (Will be 
performed by a puppeteer operating a life size puppet.) 
 
Billeting Officer: Efficient no nonsense female. 
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Mrs Beech: William’s mother, strict, prim, religious, mentally disturbed, London accent. 
 
Charlie Ruddles: ARP Warden. 
 
Mrs Fletcher: Housewife and mother. 
 
Dr Little: Local GP (Can be played by a male/female)  
  
Mrs Annie Hartridge: Young school teacher. 
 
David Hartridge: Annie Hartridge’s husband, trainee RAF pilot. 
 
Carrie:  Age around eleven, academic, sister to Ginnie. 
 
Ginnie: Age around eleven, practical, sister to Carrie. 
 
George Fletcher: Age around ten, youngest son of Mrs Fletcher. 
  
Mrs Thorne: Local librarian and amateur dramatics producer. 
   
Mr Miller: Proprietor of the post office/ stores. (Could be Mrs Miller) 
 
Miss Miller: Late teens, early 20’s, helps her father/ mother in the shop. 
 
Vicar: Fresh and enthusiastic new vicar. 
 
Ticket Collector: London accent. 
 
ARP Warden: Middle aged, authoritative but caring, London accent. 
 
Glad: Warm hearted Londoner. 
 
Policeman: Solid and strong. 
 
Nurse: Young and sympathetic. 
 
Sister: Stands no nonsense. 
 
Mr Stelton: A psychiatrist, imposing. 
 
Evacuees: Quiet and timid, London child evacuees. 
 
Ensemble: Playing villagers, Londoners and medical staff. 
 
Puppeteer: Operating Sammy Tom Oakley’s Collie dog. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Audition excerpts – Please email: goodnightmrtom@mail.com for details if required. 
 
   
Act 1 -    Page 19 & 20 – (Sammy) 
Act 1 -    Pages 23, 24 & 25 – William &Tom - (Sammy). 
Act 1 -    Page 29 – Mrs Hartridge, Mr Hartridge & William. 
Act 1 -    Page 31 – Mrs Thorne, Tom & William - (Sammy) 
Act 1 -    Pages 34, 35 & 36 – William, Zach & Mr (or Mrs) Miller 
Act 1 -    Pages 36 & 37 – Miss Miller, Mr (or Mrs) Miller, Tom & William. 
Act 1 -    Page 38, 39 & 40 – Tom, Vicar,George, Mrs Fletcher, Announcer, Dr Little, Mrs 
Thorne, Zach, Mr (or Mrs) Miller – (Sammy). 
Act 1 -    Pages 48, 49, 50, 51 & 52 – George, Carrie, Ginnie, Zach & William. 
Act 2 -    Pages 71 & 72 – Mr (or Mrs) Miller, Mrs Fletcher & Tom. 
Act 2 -    Page 73 – Ticket collector, Tom – (Sammy). 
Act 2 -    Pages 73, 74, 75, 76 & 77 – Tom, Ticket collector, Warden, Glad & Londoners 1, 2 
& 3 – (Sammy). 
Act 2 -    Pages 83 & 84 – Mr Stelton, Tom, Sister, Nurse, William – (Sammy). 
Act 2 -    Page 66 & 67 – William & Mrs Beech. 
Act 2 -    Page 90, 91 & 92 – William, Zach & Tom. 
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